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Some Unwarranted Interpretations of Aristotle’s Moderation Rule

Hossein Atrak”

Abstract

Moderation rule constitutes the core of Aristotle’s’ virtue ethics. On the
basis of this rile, all virtues lie at the middle and the vices originate from
taking the extremes in actions and emotions. Elaborating on this rule,
commentators and critics of Aristotle have sometimes made unwarranted
interpretations of this rule. Examples in point are the semantic pragmatic
interpretation of the rule, the interpretation of moderation as the accurate
mean which is equidistant from the two extremes, the fact that moderation
rule does not conform with all virtues, attributing excess and defect to
moderation, and making a linear equation between virtues and vices.

The present article addresses the above interpretations with the aim of

correcting them.

Key Terms: Aristotle, moderation rule, virtue, vice, excess, defect, mean.

* Zanajn University atrakhossein@gmail.com
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Theology of Shahid Beheshti University
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Classification of Existents into Necessary and Contingent:
Philosophical Initiative of Avicenna and Al-Farabi

Maryam Salem”

Abstract

Avicenna, in his ontological theories, frequently refers to the two terms
necessity and contingency proposed by Ai-Farabi. These two terms, which
can hardly be seen in philosophical works before Avicenna and Al-Farabi
have only traces in ancient Greek philosophy. These trances are more
evident in Aristotle’s works in which they are treated more logically than
philosophically in the sense that they have ben used in relation to
propositions and not in relation to objective things and existents. With the
Farabian and Avicennian initiative and their use of the theory of
philosophical necessity and contingency, and their classification of
existents into necessary and contingent the peripatetic ontology found a
new distinct from by which the issues of the existence of God, the world
and the creation which had not been previously treated are explained more
clearly.

Key Terms: necessity, contingency, implicit modes,

Aristotle, Avicenna.

* Shahid Beheshti University m_salem@sbu.ac.ir



Divine Grace / Providence and the Universe from the Perspective of
Three Philosophers: Maimonides, Aquinas, Ibn Sina (Avicennj

Seyed Mohammad Ismael Seyed Hashemi®

Abstract

One of the issues dealt with in the philosophical theology of Judaism,
Christianity and Islam is the ontological relationship between God and the
universe. This issue which has been referred to as “divine providence” is
in fact one of the important distinctions between the Abrahamic religions
and Greek philosophy, as this relationship has been almost absent in
Greek philosophy. Rather it is the lack of grace on the part of the superior
being toward the inferior being which is considered the basic principle in
Greek philosophy. The three distinguished philosophers in the Judaic,
Christian and Islamic theology, with an eye on this principle and the
religious texts, have provided a different

interpretation of the relationship between God and the universe. Within
the limits of available space, the present article deals with only four key
questions in relation to God’s providence and tries to weigh the degree of
success of each the three philosophers in their philosophical delineation of
this issue and to present the similarities and differences of their

viewpoints.

Key Terms: grace, providence, eternal knowledge, will
of God, evil, Avicenna, Aquinas, Maimonides.

* Shahid Beheshti University m-hashemy@sbu.ac.ir



A Comparative Study of Miraculous Deeds in Islam and Christianity
Reza Berenjkar”
Mohammad Javad Danyali**
Abstract

There have been references to miraculous deeds in the era after the
messengers in Islam and Christianity. With regard to their existence and
their functions, different views have been expressed but they have ben
frequently considered as signs of divine credibility and legitimacy. Even if
we attribute the same level of validity to these references in both Islam
and Christianity, can they be considered as signs of divine approval? How
can the same reason be taken as proof of two different and in some cases
opposing beliefs? The present article first reviews the functions of
miraculous deeds in Islam and Christianity paying attention to the kinds
proofing acceptable to both religions. Then the principle of referring to
common understanding is introduced as a comprehensive basis for dealing
with miraculous deeds in Islam and Christianity. On the basis of the same
principle, the function of each miraculous deed coincides with common
understanding. Similarly, the function of the whole set of miraculous
deeds which apparently seem contradictory can be studied by referring to
the principle of common understanding. On this basis, the greatness of a
miraculous deed is considered the criterion of excellence in rightfulness.
Ultimately, the greatness of a miraculous deed will the criterion of
supremacy and rightfulness of its possessor.

Key Terms: karamat (miraculous deed), miracle, function, Islam,
hristianity, rightfulness, contradiction.

* Qom Campus of Tehran University berenjkar@ut.ac.ir
** Qom Campus of Tehran University



The Sufi’s Interpretation of Shia Imam’s Hadiths
Maryam Shabanzadeh”
Reza Rezaei™
Abstract
Sufism literature presents a different perspective on theology and religion
in which beliefs and faiths take a different meaning. The Muslim Sufis
were like a blooming plant which grew in Islam, but they looked at the
world from a different perspective and developed new worlds of meaning.
No doubt, this blooming plant was originated in the holy Quran and
Sonneh containing the narratives of the prophet and the great religious
figures such as the Shia Imams. Speeches, letters and hymns of Imam Ali
and other Shia Imams expressed mystical contents which were compatible
with Sufi’s mood. Leading Sufis identified these mystical contents to
expand their own opinions and through their interpretation to seek new
concepts. They tried to make them the basis of their belief system. It is
hypothesized that Sufi’s thought evolution occurred as a result of their
interpretation of Shia texts and sources. The present article does not deal
with the correctness or incorrectness of Sufi’s deeds. It is rather a search
for the origins of Sufi’s thoughts and beliefs and the way they have used
Shiite hadiths and basic beliefs to develop their own belief system. The
methodology adopted is based on the epistemological perspective and

Gadamer’s philosophic hermeneutics applied on the Sufi’s credible texts.

Key Terms: Shia Imams, mysticism and Sufism, Hadith,
philosophical hermeneutics Gadamer.

* University of Sistan and Baluchestan shabanzade_m(@yahoo.com
** University of Sistan and Baluchestan rrezaei@lihu.usb.ac.ir




An Inquiry into the State of Imams’ Ontological Authority (Velayat-
e-Takvini)

Mohammad Hossein Faryab”

Abstract
Ontological authority which means authority over the generation system is
an issue which has always occupied scholars’ minds. The present paper is
an attempt to clarify the meaning of this term and answer the question
whether Shiite Imams (peace be upon them) are endowed with it or not.
The important finding of this enquiry is that ontological authority can be
considered as authority in generation and authority over generation. The
latter has been the subject of debate. Although it is possible to delegate
and entrust man with the command of the world so long as it can be
considered as the extension of God’s will, there is no evidence for this
delegation. The implication is that there is no authority for Imams over

generation.
Key Terms: ontological authority, delegation, authority over generation,

authority in generation, Imamat .

* Imam Khomeini Education and Research Institute
m.faryab@gmail.com




A Viewpoint on Al-Noubakht’s Theological-Political Thought with an
Emphasis on Imamat Theory

Mohammad Hossein Jamshidi*
Davoud Sbzi™*
Abstract
The requirement of change and revision in Shiite theological-political
thought on the crisis of occultation of Imam Mahdi is a significant issue
whose bases were developed by the Shiite Imams; however, during the
occultation period, Noubakhtians played a major role in dealing with the
basic issues and the real problems of the Immamiah school of thought in
the context of political theology. The attempts made by these great figures
to respond to the society’s pressing problems had an emphasis on a
moderate mixed type of discourse including a rationalistic and moderate
judgmental method consistent with the clear text (Book and Sonnah). In
fact, this attitude combined wisdom with revelation consistent with the
time circumstances and compatible with the Imamiah School of thought.
On a political level, this dynasty, in addition to their focus on responding
to religious controversies, had the expansion of space for defending the
Imamiah religious beliefs in mind. In principle, the emergence of the Al-
Noubakhti dynasty’s theological-political thought is considered as an

outstanding sample response to societal epistemic and political crises.

Key Terms: Al-Noubakhti dynasty, theological-political
thought, Immamat, occultation crisis, political theology, moderate mixed
discourse .

* Tarbait Moddres University Jam14si@yahoo. com
** Sabzidavood@yahoo.com




